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OPINION 360

VALIDATION UNDERTHE PLENARYPOWERSOF THE
SPECIFIC NAME " KNORRII " VOLTZ, 1828, AS

PUBLISHED IN THE COMBINATION " OSTREA
KNORRII" (CLASS PELECYPODA)

RULING :—(1) Under the Plenary Powers (a) the

specific name knorri Defrance, 1821, as pubUshed in the

combination Ostrea knorri, is hereby suppressed for the

purposes both of the Law of Priority and of the Law of

Homonymy, and (b) the junior homonym knorrii Voltz,

1828, as pubUshed in the combination Ostrea knorrii, is

hereby validated.

(2) The under-mentioned specific name is hereby

placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid

Specific Names in Zoology with the Name No. 128 :—

knorri Defrance, 1821, as pubUshed in the combmation

Ostrea knorri, as suppressed under the Plenary Powers

under (1) (a) above.

(3) The under-mentioned specific name is hereby

placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology

with the Name No. 500 -.—knorrii Voltz, 1828, as pub-

lished in the combination Ostrea knorrii, as validated

under the Plenary Powers under {}) (^) above.

I.— THE STATEMENTOF THE CASE

On 5th October 1951, Mr. P. C. Sylvester-Bradley {Sheffield

University, Sheffield, England) submitted the following application

for the validation of the specific name knorrii Voltz, 1828, as
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published in the combination Ostrea knorrii, a name very widely

applied to an abundant oyster in the Bathonian of Western

Europe :

—

Proposed use of the Plenary Powers to validate the trivial name
" knorri" Voltz, 1828, as published in the combination " Ostrea

knorrii " (Class Pelecypoda)

By P. C. SYLVESTER-BRADLEY,B.Sc.

{University of Sheffield, Department of Geology, Sheffield, England)

The small ribbed oyster, abundant in the Bathonian of Switzerland,

Germany, France and England, and known as Ostrea knorri, has been
extensively quoted under that name in the palaeontological and
stratigraphical literature of all four countries for 120 years, as also in

geological textbooks (for examples, see Arkell, 1934 : 18—23).

2. In Lorraine, in Switzerland, and in Germany, the oyster has

been used as a stratigraphical index, such terms as " couches a knorri
"

or " Knorrischichten " occurring frequently in stratigraphical literature.

3. In 1887 de Grossouvre (: 516) pointed out that the name Ostrea

knorri Voltz, 1828, was a junior homonym of O. knorri Defrance
1821. He proposed the new name O. lotharingica for " Ostrea knorri

Voltz in Zieten ". De .Grossouvre's name has been adopted very

seldom since its pubhcation.

4. Lissajous (1923 : 143) agreed that O. knorri Voltz was invalid, but
considered the name O. gibriaci Martin, 1863, to be synonymous and
therefore used it in preference to O. lotharingica de Grossouvre, 1887.

Most previous and subsequent authors believed O. gibriaci to be
distinct from O. knorri. The name has therefore not been adopted
as a substitute for O. knorri.

5. Rollier (1911 : 272) made O. knorri Voltz the type of a new sub-

genus, Catinula.

6. The oyster O. knorri Defrance, 1821, has long been recognised

as a synonym of O. gryphoides Schlotheim, 1813. Consequently the

the name is never used, and no nomenclatural confusion could arise

if it were to be suppressed.

7. Arkell (1934 : 17) stated the nomenclatorial position as here
set out, and continued to use the name O. knorri Voltz.
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8. Cox and Arkell (1948 : 20), in a nomenclatural revision of

Bathonian moUusca, were bound by the Rules to adopt the name
O. lotharingica for this oyster, but Dr. Arkell supports the present

application to validate O. knorri Voltz.

9. In view of the fact that this oyster has such stratigraphical

importance over so wide an area, I would urge that the name by which
it is universally known stands in special need of protection. Hence
I am proposing that the Commission use their Plenary Powers to

suppress the name O. knorri Defrance, thus validating O. knorri

Voltz.

10. The name O. lotharingica de Grossouvre was proposed, not as a

substitute for " O. knorri Voltz ", but for " O. knorri Voltz in Zieten ".

The oysters described by Zieten (1832 : 60, pi. xlv) under this name,
from Geisingen in Germany, while close to the types of O. knorri

from Muttenz in Switzerland, possess certain morphological differences,

and may come from a different horizon. Should the name O. knorri

Voltz be validated, therefore, it would be possible to argue that the

name O. lotharingica applied to an allied but different species, when
both names would stand. Hence it is not proposed that the name
O. lotharingica be placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid

Specific Trivial Names in Zoology.

11. The recommendations that I now submit are, therefore, that the

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature should :

—

(1) use the Plenary Powers to suppress the trivial name knorri

Defrance, 1821, as published in the combination Ostrea

knorri
;

(2) place the foregoing trivial name on the Official Index of Rejected

and Invalid Specific Trivial Names in Zoology ; and

(3) place the trivial name knorri Voltz, 1828, as published in the

combination Ostrea knorrii, on the Official List of Specific

Trivial Names in Zoology.
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II.— THE SUBSEQUENTHISTORY OF THE CASE

2. Registration of the present application : Upon the receipt

of Mr. Sylvester-Bradley' s application the question of the use

of the Plenary Powers for the purpose of validating the specific

name knorrii Voltz, 1828, as published in the combination

Ostrea knorrii, was allotted the Registered Number Z.N.(S.) 626.

3. Publication of the present application : The present applica-

tion was sent to the printer on 30th January 1952 and was

published in the Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature on 2.2nd May
of that year (Sylvester-Bradley, 1952, Bull. zool. Nomencl. 6 :

201—202).

4. Issue of Public Notices : Under the revised procedure

prescribed by the Thirteenth International Congress of Zoology,

Paris, 1948 (1950, Bull. zool. Nomencl. 4 : 51—56), Public Notice

of the possible use by the International Commission on Zoological

Nomenclature of its Plenary Powers in the present case was given

on 22nd May 1952 (a) in Part 7 of volume 6 of the Bulletin of
Zoological Nomenclature (the Part in which Mr. Sylvester-

Bradley's application was published) and (b) to the other pre-

scribed serial publications. In addition, such Public Notice was
given also to a number of general zoological serial publications

and to certain palaeontological serials in Europe and America.
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5. No objections received : The issue of the Pubhc Notices

specified in paragraph 4 above eUcited no objection to the action

proposed.

6. Two supplementary points submitted to the Commission

in March 1954 : When preparing on 8th March 1954 the ex-

planatory notes to be submitted to the Commission concurrently

with the issue of a Voting Paper on the present case, Mr. Hemming
as Secretary, included the following note (as Note 4), in which

he drew attention to two supplementary points which would

need to be considered by the Commission when voting on the

present case :

—

4, Two minor points to be noted : It must be noted (1) that the

proposed suppression of the name knorrii Defrance is " for the pur-

poses both of the Law of Priority and of the Law of Homonymy" (a

point not stated in express terms in the application), and (2) that, in

view of the decision on page 54 of Copenhagen Decisions zool. NomencL,
regarding specific names based on modern patronymics, the name
pubhshed by Voltz must be cited as " knorrii " and not as " knorri ".^

IIL— THEDECISION TAKENBYTHE INTERNATIONAL
COMMISSIONONZOOLOGICALNOMENCLATURE

7. Issue of Voting Paper V.P.(54)28 : On 17th March 1954,

a Voting Paper (V.P.(54)28) was issued in which the Members
of the Commission were invited to vote either for, or against,

"the proposal relating to the name knorrii Voltz, 1828, as

At the time of the submission of the application dealt with in the present
Opinion the Regies provided, under a decision taken by the Thirteenth Inter-

national Congress of Zoology, Paris, 1948 (1950, Bull. zool. Nomencl. 4 : 68)
that an infringement of the provisions of Article 14, such as the addition of a
double letter "

i
" in place of a single "

i " to a modern patronymic when
forming a specific name in the genitive singular, was to be subject to automatic
correction by later authors. Accordingly, in the present application the

specific name knorrii published by Voltz in 1828 was corrected to knorri.

The foregoing provision was amended by the Fourteenth International Congress
of Zoology, Copenhagen, 1953, which substituted for it a provision that " in

such a case the terminations ' -i ' and ' -ii ' are permissible variants, the

differences between them having no nomenclatoriai significance " (Decision 91).
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published in the combination Ostrea knorrii, as set out in para-

graph 1 1 on page 202 of volume 6 of the Bulletin of Zoological

Nomenclature [i.e. in paragraph 1 1 of the application reproduced

in the first paragraph of the present Opinion], subject to the two
adjustments noted in paragraph 4 overleaf" [i.e. in the note

reproduced in paragraph 6 of the present Opinion].

8. The Prescribed Voting Period : As the foregoing Voting

Paper was issued under the Three-Month Rule, the Prescribed

Voting Period closed on 17th June 1954.

9. Particulars of the Voting on Voting Paper V.P.(54)28 : The
state of the voting on Voting Paper V.P.(54)28 at the close of the

Prescribed Voting Period was as follows :

—

(a) Affirmative Votes had been given by the following nineteen

(19) Commissioners {arranged in the order in which Votes

were received)

:

Riley ; Sylvester-Bradley ; Hohhuis ; Vokes ; Hering ;

Bonnet ; Boschma ; Lemche ; Dymond ; do Amaral

;

Esaki ; Mertens ; Jaczewski ; Hemming ; Bradley

(J.C.) ; Hanko ; Pearson ; Stoll ; Cabrera.

(b) Negative Votes

:

None

;

(c) Voting Papers not returned

None.

10. Declaration of Result of Vote : On 18th June 1954,

Mr. Hemming, Secretary to the International Commission,

acting as Returning Officer for the Vote taken on Voting Paper



OPINION 360 159

V.P.(54)28, signed a Certificate that the Votes cast were as set

out in paragraph 9 above and declaring that the proposal sub-

mitted in the foregoing Voting Paper had been duly adopted and
that the decision so taken was the decision of the International

Commission in the matter aforesaid.

11. Preparation of the Ruling given in the present " Opinion "
:

On 17th February 1955, Mr. Hemming prepared the Ruling

given in the present Opinion and at the same time signed a

Certificate that the terms of that Ruling were in complete accord

with those of the proposal approved by the International Com-
mission in its Vote on Voting Paper V.P.(54)28.

12. Original references : The following are the original refer-

ences for the names placed on Official Lists and Official Indexes

by the Ruling given in the present Opinion :

—

knorri, Ostrea, Defrance, 1821, Diet. Sci. Inst. 22 : 27

knorrii, Ostrea, Voltz, 1828, Topograph. Uebersicht Min. beid.

Rhein-Depart. : 60

13. As the present Opinion is concerned only with a specific

name, no question relating to family-group names arises in the

present case.

14. At the time of the submission of the apphcation dealt with

in the present Opinion, the expression prescribed for the second

portion of the binomen which constitutes the scientific name of

a species was the expression " trivial name " and the Official

List reserved for recording such names was styled the Official

List of Specific Trivial Names in Zoology, the word " trivial

"

appearing also in the title of the Official Index reserved for

recording rejected and invalid names of this category. Under
a decision taken by the Fourteenth International Congress of

Zoology, Copenhagen, 1953, the expression " specific name

"

was substituted for the expression " trivial name " and corre-

sponding changes were made in the titles of the Official List



160 OPINIONS AND DECLARATIONS

and Official Index of such names (1953, Copenhagen Decisions

zool. Nomencl. : 21). The changes in terminology so adopted

have been incorporated in the Ruling given in the present Opinion.

15. The prescribed procedures were duly complied with by the

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature in deaHng

with the present case, and the present Opinion is accordingly

hereby rendered in the name of the said International Com-
mission by the under-signed Francis Hemming, Secretary to the

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, in virtue

of all and every the powers conferred upon him in that behalf.

16. The present Opinion shall be known as Opinion Three

Hundred and Sixty (360) of the International Commission on
Zoological Nomenclature.

Done in London, this Seventeenth day of February, Nineteen

Hundred and Fifty-Five.

Secretary to the International Commission

on Zoological Nomenclature

FRANCIS HEMMING
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